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Preliminary Note

The Rilke Lieder on poems from Rainer Maria Rilke’s first Book of Images were written in Salzburg in

1982. Nos. 1 and 4 echo late Romanticism – they feature six-four chords à la Richard Strauss and traces

of Wagner’s Tristan. Nos. 2 and 3, on the other hand, progress well into the 20th century: No. 2 in a

bitonal nursery-rhyme style, No. 3 in a free-atonal, expressionist manner. The little cycle is held together

by shared harmonic progressions and melodic turns. The first performance took place at the Laufen O. T.

Salzach Cultural Centre on 4 June 1985, with tenor Matthias Widmaier and pianist Graeme McNaught;

my composition teacher, the late Cesar Bresgen, acted as host of the concert and provided introductory

comments.

The work is dedicated to my brother, Matthias Widmaier.
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