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Preliminary Note

These six piano covers combine songs from the early to late Romantic period, and they were drafted over

quite some years. Nonetheless, they form a cycle which holds together both in terms of key and attitude.

The piano cover after Robert Schumann dated 23 August 1980 has always remained a favourite of mine,

and I have regularely chosen it as an encore. The piano cover after Josephine Lang, on the other hand,

was not written down before 2025. The first half of the lied presents two four-line stanzas and a text

repetition of the last line, its second half starting correspondingly and also including a text repetition but

in a modified way; the solo piano version sounds very much like theme and variation.

On 17 March 2000, baritone Andreas Reibenspies and I finished a recital at the Mainz Peter Cornelius

Conservatoire with a group of Fanny Hensel songs, and Nachtwanderer (Night Wanderer) in particular

has proven to be a glorious instance of this marvellous art form. Just a few days later, I also came up with

this solo piano version – simply for the fun of it. The lied by Agnes Backer Grøndahl which is as restless

as bleak was equipped with a piano cover in 2019.

On 17 October 1984, tenor Matthias Widmaier – my brother – and I performed a number of Hugo Wolf

songs at the Karlsruhe Stephansaal including Denk es, o Seele (O Soul, Remember). Solo piano versions

were occasionally improvised but never set down until 2025. Finally, my 2019 piano cover of a Gustav

Mahler lied gave the title to this cycle.

A cheery observation: an ordinary die has six faces, and countless song-form pieces also come in bundles

of six.

Martin Widmaier
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