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Preliminary Note

Back in 1983, as a piano and composition student in Salzburg, I obviously loved to think big. When the
International Trumpet Seminar in Bad Séckingen — directed by Edward H. Tarr — looked for a new
composition for up to 28 players, I went for this maximum number without hesitation. The result was, on

all accounts, a witty piece of music and a charming addition to the repertoire.
Approximate performance time: 5°30”. The players should be placed in the four corners of the room:

» players 1/1-1/7 at the front to the left;
» players 2/1-2/7 at the back to the left;
» players 3/1-3/7 at the back to the right;
» players 4/1-4/7 at the front to the right.

Thus, the music will circle around the auditorium.

Signal for 28 trumpets (here the score in Bb) was first performed on 17 September 1983 at the Bad Sackingen
Kursaal, revised in 1989 and — at the initiative of Reinhold Friedrich — digitally published in 2025.
Remark to parts 1/1 and 4/1 in bars 115-118: tpt 1/1 brings an unmeasured rhythm of 3, 4 and 5 equal
and rather brisk notes, leading to a temporary halt; tpt 4/1 follows in a similar manner; and with another

closely related phrase in tpt 1/1, the independence of these parts ends.
Martin Widmaier

First version of this publication: 1983
Last update: 12 May 2026
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